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(8-94) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
NOAA COMMISSIONED OFFICER BILLET DESCRIPTION
FROM:
TO: DIRECTOR, COMMISSIONED PERSONNEL CENTER, CPC ROUTING CODE: R/SE
ADDRESS:
THRU (Liaison Officer): Chief, Space Weather Operations
OAR Liaison Officer, RIOSS NOAA Space Environment Center
BILLET TITLE: BILLET # 3410 325 Broadway, Boulder, CO 80305
Solar Analyst / Int'l & Interagency Liaison PHONE NUMBER:  (303) 497-3204
RANK REQUESTED: (0-2. 0-3, 0-4, etc.) O-20rO-3 (This block to be completed by liaison officer) ‘
GS9-11 IS THIS A NEW BILLET: [Jves X1 no
GSIGM EQUIVALENT: BILLET PRIORITY:  [X]A, B, [Jc. []R
IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR: TITLE: PHONE NUMBER:
LCDR Alan C. Hilton, NOAA Project Manager, NOAA SEC / SWO (303) 497-6498

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS:
B.S.- Physical Science, Physics, Geophysics, Astronomy, Engineering, Math or Computer Science

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS (INCLUDE PARTICULAR SECURITY CLEARANCES, SKILLS, ETC...)
Prior service or experience with DOD military services and/or international liaison work is a desirable qualification.

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF BILLET:

The incumbent is stationed at Learmonth Solar Observatory in Western Australia. This facility is jointly operated by the U.S.
Air Force, NOAA and the Australian Government IPS/Radio and Space Services. The NOAA officer operates primarily within
the parameters of an interservice support agreement (#SEC-99-005) between the NOAA Space Environment Center (SEC)
in Boulder, Colorado and the U.S. Air Force Weather Agency (AFWA) in Omaha, Nebraska.

The observatory is located in an extremely isolated and remote site on the coast of Western Australia, about 800 miles north
of Perth. The incumbent performs administrative and managerial tasks, as well as observatory shift duty collecting and
processing optical and radio observations of the sun alongside commissioned and enlisted USAF service members and
Australian Government personnel. This working environment requires the lone on-site NOAA Corps officer to be
independent, responsible, self-motivated and to possess creative and adaptive leadership skills.

2. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

a. Is this a supervisory billet? YES |:| NO
b. If so, state number and grade of personnel supervised. Number: 7 Grade(s): E-5 thru E-7

This is a supervisory position. The incumbent reports directly to the USAF Detachment Commander (Major, O-4) and
Australian Principal Physicist, who are in joint command, regarding observatory operations. The incumbent routinely serves
as second-in-command and as Acting Detachment Commander (Acting DetCo) during the absence of the USAF Detachment
Commander from the observatory, with responsibilities for supervision and management of approximately seven active duty
USAF enlisted personnel (E-5 thru E-7).

Primary duties and responsibilities of the position include:

- Solar Analyst responsible for planning and conducting real time observations of the sun using Solar Optical and Radio
Telescope equipment, transmitting data to NOAA-SEC and AFWA forecasting centers for routine operations and event alerts
serving an international network of Regional Warning Centers (RWCs).

- International and Interagency Liaison Officer representing NOAA's interests and requirements for solar observations during
negotiations with the USAF and Australian Government, maintaining interservice cooperation and requirements for
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3. CAREER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES:
The billet provides the officer with opportunities to:

- Develop supervisory and leadership skills to effectively manage a remote unit.
- Work in an international and interservice scientific environment.

- Develop specific scientific expertise and technical writing skills.

- Gain experience in managing unit budgetary resources.

- Gain specific knowledge of USAF, Australian IPS and NOAA programs and operations for international space environment
services.

- Organize research and technical projects.

Due to the remoteness of the assignment, graduate and other training programs are only available through correspondence
or extension programs.

4. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBLITIES (Continued from Item 2):

operational effectiveness.

- Management responsibilities for observatory computer hardware and software systems, installation of new equipment and
staff training.

- Housing Officer responsible for billeting and maintaining 14 military housing units, and managing annual housing budget.

- Represent the NOAA Corps and NOAA-SEC during professional and social interactions at USAF Solar Observatory and the
Royal Australian Navy Communication Base in nearby Exmouth.

- Other duties as assigned by NOAA-SEC, USAF Det Co or IPS Principal Physicist.

Specific training for this billet includes a 5-week Solar Electro-Optical Network (SEON) observer school at Holloman Air Force

Base in Alamagordo, New Mexico. Division of duties in the assignment are approximately 50% administrative & managerial
and 50% regular shift work at the observatory.

Seond line supervisor is Joseph Kunches.
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Seond line supervisor is Joseph Kunches.
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